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Abstract: The research aimed to understand the perception of principals towards the socio-emotional well-
being of learners and to discover the measures taken by these schools to promote the socio-emotional well-
being of their learners. The qualitative phenomenological study was utilized. The data was collected by semi-
structured interviews with the ten school leaders. The sample encompassed leaders from diverse socio-
economic backgrounds to ensure comprehensive representation. The data was analyzed through thematic
analysis. The major findings suggested that leadership qualities such as empathy, communication skills, and
conflict resolution abilities positively correlate with students' socio-emotional well-being. The proposed
measures to improve the socio-emotional well-being of students are to incorporate development programs
such as the SEL approach and counselling of the students. Based on the findings, recommendations were
proposed for educational institutions to incorporate development programs focusing on nurturing socio-
emotional skills among students. Additionally, strategies were suggested for educators to integrate these
qualities into their teaching practices, fostering a supportive learning environment conducive to students'
overall well-being.
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Introduction

Students' entire development and success are greatly influenced by their socio-emotional well-being
(Berger, C., Alcalay, L. et al., 2011). Positive socioemotional well-being has been linked to increased learning
engagement, improved behaviour, and higher academic achievement in students. On the other hand,
students with low socio-emotional well-being are more prone to struggle with mental health issues, stop
attending school, and find it difficult to build positive relationships (Eriksen, 2023; Castro-Kemp,2020;
Berger, C., Alcalay, L., et al., 2011; Cefai, C.,2010; Hamilton, P. L,2013)

Leadership plays a central role in fostering a positive school climate that supports student socio-
emotional well-being. (Sanchez, 2022) . A growing body of research suggests that effective leadership can
have a positive impact on student socio-emotional well-being. For example, a study by Durlak, Weissberg,
Dymond, Guterman, & Taylor (2011) found that schools with strong social-emotional learning programs
had lower rates of bullying, violence, and substance abuse. Additionally, a study by Bradshaw, Caldwell, &
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Salvin (2012) found that school leaders who exhibited high levels of emotional intelligence were more likely
to have schools with positive school climates.

In Pakistan, where education is essential for both individual and societal development, leadership is
becoming more and more acknowledged for its role in fostering the socio-emotional well-being of
students (Mansoor, Z. 2015); Khushik, F., & Diemer, A.,2018). Research such as (Khan, 2024) demonstrates
the beneficial effects of interactional justice and authentic leadership on worker well-being, a conclusion
that can be applied to educational settings. This change in emphasis recognizes the close relationship
between emotional and mental health and academic achievement, as well as the fact that good leadership
techniques are essential to a comprehensive educational experience (Barker, 2023). Day and Leithwood
(2007) suggest that leadership in educational settings goes beyond administrative responsibilities and
includes the capacity to develop a supportive school climate, involve students in meaningful ways, and
cultivate a healthy school culture.

Well Being

global education and the development of digital technology, in addition to the global socioeconomic and
political landscape. Subjective well-being serves as a useful tool for assessing the lives of individuals
(Carter, 2023). It has been seen that people's well-being has been impacted. "Relates to all aspects of
working life, from the quality and safety of the physical environment, to how the employees feel about
their work, their working environment, the climate at work, and work organization," is how the
International Labour Organization defines well-being (Weziak-Bialowolska, 2023). Unlike transformative
leadership, employee well-being is operationalized in a number of ways, such as subjective well-being,
psychological strain, work satisfaction, burnout, and intention to leave.

Introduction to Leadership

Leadership is a complex and multifaceted concept that has been defined in various ways by scholars and
practitioners. Here are a few notable definitions:

"Leadership is the ability to influence and inspire others to achieve a common goal."

"Leadership is the process of influencing or guiding others to achieve a common goal or set of goals." (Soeardi,
2022)

"Leadership is the ability to make a difference, create change, and have a lasting impact on the lives of others."

In educational environments, leadership is more than just administration and teaching. It has a strong
influence on how students' lives are woven together on an emotional, social, and psychological level.
Effective leadership plays the role of conductor in the complex symphony of school life, bringing various
voices into harmony and directing students toward a state of holistic well-being. Although the effects of
leadership on academic performance have been studied for a long time, research on the subtle effects of
leadership traits on students' socioemotional health is still ongoing.

Being a school leader involves more than just scheduling and grading assignments. It is a strong force
that moulds the whole educational experience for students,

The Significance of Leadership in Shaping Student Well-being

impacting not just their scholastic achievement but also their psychological, social, and emotional health.
This influence is noteworthy for several reasons. Leaders shape the general atmosphere of the school, just
like a conductor does in an orchestra. Their communication style, values, and beliefs have a knock-on
effect that affects all facets of school life, including student interactions, classroom culture, and teacher-
student relationships. Good relationships between teachers and students are essential to the well-being of
students and are fostered by strong leadership (Karmacharya, 2023). Skilled leaders are aware of the
multitude of obstacles that students encounter both within and outside of the classroom. They establish a
school climate that encourages resiliency and gives pupils the tools they need to overcome these obstacles
(Aldridge, 2024).
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Socio-Emotional Well-being in the Educational Context

The notion of socio-emotional well-being (SEWB) has become an important part of student development,
even though academic success is still the major goal of education (CASEL, 2019). But in the context of
education, what precisely is SEWB? It's far more than just feeling good about yourself or getting good
marks. It includes the intricate interactions between emotional, social, and psychological elements that
affect how well kids learn, connect, and function in the classroom (Wachs & Fredricks, 2017).

Problem Statement

Students in Karachi struggle with low socio-emotional well-being, experiencing stress, anxiety, and social
issues (Bilawal, 2024). Students' socio-emotional well-being affects their academic achievement,
interpersonal interactions, and long-term mental health outcomes, making it an essential part of their
entire development (Chen, 2024). Although educational leaders are vital in influencing students' social and
emotional growth, thorough research is lacking in determining which aspects of leadership specifically
have a major impact on socio-emotional well-being. Although leadership is acknowledged to be important,
there is no scientific data to support which traits have the most impact on creating a supportive
socioemotional environment for students (Porter, 2023). To close this gap, our research will offer
theoretical understandings and useful recommendations for educators, legislators, and administrators
who want to improve the general well-being and educational experience of their pupils. This study's
completion is essential for expanding our understanding of educational leadership, encouraging the use of
evidence-based approaches, and eventually building a more encouraging and stimulating learning
environment.

Research Objectives

1. To explore the leadership qualities exhibited by school principals in renowned schools of Karachi to
promote the socio-emotional well-being of learners.

2. Discover the measures taken by these schools to promote the socio-emotional well-being of their
learners.

Research Questions

1. What leadership qualities are exhibited by school principals in renowned schools of Karachi to
promote the socio-emotional well-being of learners?
2. What specific measures do these schools implement to nurture learners’ well-being?

Theoretical Framework
Cassel's SEL Framework

The framework developed by the Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) is a
framework that classifies and arranges social and emotional learning (SEL) competencies into five
fundamental domains:

1. Self-Awareness: This entails being cognizant of and able to identify one's own feelings, ideas, and
moral principles. It also entails determining each person's advantages and disadvantages.

2. Self-management: This is the capacity to control feelings, inclinations, and actions thoughtfully and
positively. It includes the ability to set goals, be self-motivated, and manage stress.

3. Social Awareness: This entails being aware of and sympathetic to the thoughts, feelings, and
viewpoints of others. It also entails respecting diversity and acknowledging social and cultural norms.

/. Relationship Skills: This area of study focuses on creating and preserving wholesome connections.
Building and sustaining wholesome relationships is the emphasis of relationship skills. It entails
social responsibility, cooperative work, good communication, and dispute resolution.

5. Responsible Decision-Making: This pertains to the capacity to arrive at morally sound and beneficial
decisions by taking into account the possible outcomes, logic, and supporting data. It calls for the
use of analytical, planning, and problem-solving abilities.

The CASEL framework provides a valuable and practical model for promoting social and emotional learning
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in schools and other settings (Ross, K. M., & Tolan, P. 2017; Guide, C. A. S. E. L. 2013). It offers a clear
roadmap for educators, parents, and policymakers to understand and nurture the whole child, fostering
not just academic success but also social-emotional well-being and responsible citizenship ( MacDonald,
C. P. 2022;

Figure 1
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Methodology
Research Design

"Phenomenological research" is a qualitative research approach that seeks to understand and describe
people's real experiences with a particular occurrence. It focuses on analyzing the substance and relevance
of these experiences through the use of in-depth interviews, observations, and participant-written
accounts of their experiences (Ndame, 2023). Research took place in the selected schools.

Population

This study included ten school principal interviews as part of a snowball sampling technique. This approach
was selected because it works effectively with a particular group of people, such as school administrators
who are experienced in fostering the socio-emotional development of their students. After speaking with
a select group of important principals, researchers asked them to suggest more leaders operating in
comparable environments. This naturally increased the number of participants through snowball
sampling. This makes it possible to obtain insights from a specific set of people that would be hard to
contact using more conventional sampling techniques. As the interviews go on, links and commonalities
emerge, providing a deeper comprehension of the subject in the unique setting of these schools.

Data Collection Method

Conducted one-on-one semi-structured interviews with each principal. Questions focused on leadership
philosophy, practices, responses to sensitive situations, perceptions of campus safety, and their views on
the socio-emotional well-being of students. Semi-structured interviews allowed for flexibility in
responses while ensuring key objectives were addressed. Open-ended questions provided space for
participants to share detailed and nuanced responses.
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Ethical Considerations

To guarantee the ethical conduct of my study, I followed the British Educational Research Association's
(BERA) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research (2018) principles when conducting my research on the
association between leadership traits and students' socio-emotional well-being. Before performing any
observations or interviews, I got the informed consent of each school principal. I also made sure that the
data was securely stored and only accessible to those who were permitted. I also honoured the principals'
freedom to leave the research at any moment without consequence. I was able to conduct my research
ethically and responsibly, safeguarding the rights and well-being of all participants by carefully weighing
and implementing the BERA framework.

Data Analysis

I was interested in learning what school administrators thought about the socioemotional well-being of
learners for my study. I employed a method known as snowball sampling to do this. This implies that I
asked a few important people I knew to name additional school leaders who might be open to hearing their
opinions after first having a conversation with them. It took me around a month to collect the data. I
contacted people, waited for their replies, and took appointments, speaking with an increasing number of
people until T had a solid understanding of the perspectives of school administrators. I was able to learn
about many viewpoints in this way, but it wasn't always simple. It could be challenging to find the correct
people to work with right away and to accommodate hectic schedules. Nevertheless, it was worth the effort
because I ended up with a really rich understanding of what school leaders have to say. Data analysis
involves looking through, cleaning, manipulating, and modelling data. The objectives are to generate
actionable insights, conclude, and facilitate decision-making. It comprises looking over data sets and
employing a range of techniques, instruments, and methods to extract relevant information from them.
Data analysis is essential to many disciplines, including the social sciences, business, and science. Data
analysis is necessary in order to uncover its mysteries. It's the secret to turning data into useful insights
that enable us to solve issues quickly, make wise decisions, and even forecast future trends. Data analysis
is a crucial ability for anyone navigating the complexity of the twenty-first century, from understanding
social phenomena to maximizing organizations. It lights the route ahead.

Data analysis, according to (Naeem, 2023), is the methodical process of comprehending, analyzing,
and evaluating data in order to examine each component of the data collection and derive useful
information from it. This is done by applying logical and analytical reasoning.

Thematic Analysis

(Reyes, 2024 )claims that theme analysis is a technique for evaluating qualitative data. Usually, it is used
with a group of texts, including transcripts, interviews, and so on. In order to find general or common
themes—topics, ideas, and meaning patterns that recur—the researcher carefully evaluates the data.
Thematic analysis can be done in a number of ways, including coding, generating themes, defining themes,
and more.

Conclusions were reached from the data analysis, and the results were categorized into themes based
on the responses from the participants.

Figure 2
Thematic map to visually represent the relationships between themes
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Findings

Research has two major findings. Firstly, leadership traits— empathy and effective communication—are
essential to fostering a supportive socioemotional learning environment for kids. Effective communicators
and empathic listeners make a substantial contribution to students' emotional health.

Second, the study finds that counselling is a useful intervention in the context of socio-emotional well-
being indicators. One effective strategy for providing students with emotional support has been to have
meaningful interactions with them. Furthermore, the significance of Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)
programs was emphasized, suggesting that educating pupils about relationships and emotions has a
positive effect on their general well-being.

Leadership Qualities

Leadership is more than just one action or set of fixed characteristics; it's a dynamic cluster of abilities,
qualities, and behaviours that work together to move people and organizations toward a common goal.
Leadership is difficult to define, whether it is lighting the flame of moral elevation (Waitherero, 2023) or
leading bold footprints across unexplored territory (Heifetz, 2019).

The principals were asked about the leadership qualities that they incorporate to build a positive and
supportive climate, and their replies created two major themes: Empathy and effective communication
skills.

Empathy

Empathy is one of the traits that can help to understand the fears and anxiety of students. When teachers
and school leaders understand how the student feels, they can reach out a hand. Talk becomes open and
honest, not just about grades, but about worries and fears. This builds trust, makes the student feel seen
and heard, and boosts their confidence. It's like putting on an emotional shield, helping them deal with
challenges and find ways to relax, like taking mindful breaks between studying.

P3: In my opinion, understanding and empathy strengthen student, staff, and parent relationships......As
a school head, I saw kids' exam stress and academic pressure rise. To address this, I started a
"Breathe Break” on personal wellness. We made personalized study plans with mindfulness and
relaxation breaks.

Effective Communication Skills

proficient communication is more than simply a collection of skills; it's like a group that works for the
well-being of students by providing them with a supportive environment. Schools may create an
atmosphere where all students feel heard, respected, and empowered to succeed by practising openness
and transparency, having a common goal, and having great leadership by example.

R1: A great leader is someone who inspires and motivates others to achieve a common goal. They possess
a combination of qualities, including effective communication,

R2: To cultivate a positive environment, it is essential to have open and honest communication with the
staff.

Measures for Socioemotional Well-being
Counselling

Counselling offers a private setting where students can discuss certain mental health issues and obtain
tailored advice (Williams, 2023). By offering educational programs on mental health issues, seminars give
students useful information and coping skills (Elias & Khoury, 2013). This more comprehensive strategy
can help students avoid problems and take charge of their own well-being (Williams, 2023).

R4: Our school addresses mental health challenges through counselling, seminars, and peer support.
Teacher training, mindfulness, and culturally appropriate awareness campaigns reduce stress,
anxiety, and depression.

R3: Provide more professional development and hire more counsellors and social workers.
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SEL Awareness Programs

Students can find a safe refuge for emotional development in schools that embrace SEL programs grounded
in respect and inclusiveness, and SEL can be viewed from varied perspectives. Every student discovers the
resources they need to comprehend who they are, build relationships with others, and make a significant
contribution to the world at large inside this statement .P4 and P5 serve as helpful reminders that student
well-being is a dynamic journey rather than a destination.

R4: Our program promotes self-awareness and empathy through social-emotional development. Parent
and community involvement fosters diversity and inclusion

R5: Implement programs for Social-Emotional Learning (SEL). Create a healthy school atmosphere based
on a culture of respect and inclusion.

Conclusion

According to our research, fostering students' emotional and social well-being requires effective
leadership. Two key characteristics stand out. Effective communication enables leaders to establish a
personal connection with students, promoting candid conversations and establishing a secure
environment where students feel respected and heard. Empathy enables leaders to relate to pupils on a
personal level and show that they genuinely care about their well-being. Furthermore, it is imperative to
establish an equitable and welcoming educational atmosphere. Additionally, the study highlights the
significance of Programs for social-emotional learning (SEL): These courses emphasize social awareness,
self-control, and making responsible decisions to give students the fundamental life skills they need.
Individualized counselling gives pupils a secure setting in which to express themselves, look for direction,
and resolve emotional difficulties. An inclusive environment values each student, celebrates diversity, and
upholds the values of tolerance and respect. Encouraging equality and ensuring that all students have equal
opportunities and a sense of belonging requires addressing and eliminating discrimination.

Schools may foster an environment where students' emotional and social well-being are valued in
addition to their academic performance by putting these methods into practice. With the help of this all -
encompassing approach, students are given the tools they need to succeed in a complex world and
overcome obstacles in life.

Recommendations

The research findings on the value of counselling, SEL programs, leadership, and creating an inclusive
environment inform the following suggestions for enhancing students' socioemotional well -being.

o  Give teachers and school administrators regular opportunities for professional development so they
can improve their empathy and communication abilities.

o Put Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) programs into practice and incorporate them into the
curriculum. Create and carry out programs that encourage inclusion, equity, and diversity in the
school community. Staff members can help create a happy learning environment in the classroom by
acting with dignity and respecting diversity in their everyday interactions.

By putting these suggestions into practice, schools may foster an environment where students' socio-
emotional growth comes first, just as their academic performance does. This all-encompassing method
can provide learners with the tools they need to overcome obstacles in life and prosper in a complex society.
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