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Introduction 

English has become a global language for people all over the world, and people learn it as a second 
language. In the current era, it does not serve only as a means of communication across the globe. Rather, 
it is becoming more and more important as a means of advancing economically and socially. Asian 
countries, including Pakistan, are giving special importance to enhancing the English Language skills of 
its young people. With the advent of Pakistan, academicians and officials have put great emphasis on 
improving the English language, but the results have not been satisfying.  While real language input from 
corpus-based methodologies helps EFL students acquire vocabulary, integrating modern technologies like 
augmented reality (AR) can greatly enhance students' contextual understanding and engagement. For 
instance, AR offers a fresh way to learn that could substantially help EFL learners and possibly increase 
vocabulary retention and comprehension by offering immersive and interactive experiences through the 
superimposition of digital material onto the actual world. 

 
Problem Statement  
Outdated English language teaching methods pose a barrier to non-native Pakistani learners, but the 
grammar-translation method is still widely used in many educational institutions in the 21st century. Since 
most teachers concentrate more on getting students through exams than on actually developing their 
language skills, they frequently use translations into their mother tongue to teach English concepts. 
Students primarily focus on the completion of their syllabus and passing through exams rather than on 
genuinely developing their language skills (Channa, 2017). Furthermore, another issue is the lack of 
qualified English specialists, and the overall quality of English Education is far away from satisfactory, 
which means it is substandard.  There is a significant gap in the adoption of innovative teaching techniques, 
such as the noticing hypothesis. Despite government initiatives like Language Teaching Reforms and train-
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trainer programs, university students' proficiency is inadequate due to the traditional emphasis on 
grammatical structures over practical language skills. This focus on grammatical structures leads to a lack 
of language proficiency. Additionally, students also fail to recognize formulaic expressions like collocations 
and idioms, which adversely affect lexical development. 

 
Research Questions  

1- To what extent do the corpus-based materials influence the vocabulary development of EFL 
students?  

2- How do EFL students perceive the effectiveness of the corpus-based materials approach for learning 
vocabulary?  

 
Significance of the Study 
 Through the integration of corpus-based learning activities, this study will demonstrate how innovative 
EFL vocabulary learning strategies can have a positive impact within the Pakistani educational context. 
With regard to learner engagement, motivation, and academic results, the research is set to provide some 
useful insights into how technology integration can transform language learning. It aims to set the 
groundwork for future pedagogical approaches that use technology to get around conventional obstacles 
in language learning, providing a scalable model with wider applicability in EFL settings. 

 
Literature Review 
This section reviews the existing literature on corpus-based teaching methodologies in local and global 
contexts. 

DDL, proposed by (Tim Johns in 1990) as a methodology in language learning, entails students working 
with corpora, attempting to find patterns, meanings, and usage themselves without direct guidance, as 
much as opposed to being told (Boulton & Vyatkina, 2021). Hence Tim Johns’ idea of making language 
learners “language researchers” who would explore authentic data by looking for patterns inductively 
(Boulton, 2012) The main strength of DDL is in the area of learner autonomy because as a Learner becomes 
a data analyst, a student is allowed to find and analyze the meaning of language on his or her own. This 
approach is helpful in cultivating acutely analytic and enhanced conceptions of language application since 
learners are introduced to natural language usage examples in context. For vocabulary learning, DDL has 
been proposed to state that this method presents learners with the words in various real-life contexts so 
that they grasp not only the meaning of the word but also the word, as well as the context that the word 
occupies. It does help in retention and application because it is done contextually. It has been established 
that DDL facilitates improved comprehension of the sociocognitive context in which words are used and 
the recall of individual lexical items by training a richer, more embodied manner of language processing 
(Gilquin & Granger, 2010). 

(Raza et al., 2024) examined how Pakistani undergraduate students studying English as a second 
language acquired vocabulary through corpus-driven language learning. The researchers chose two groups 
from a public institution as part of their experimental research design for this study. The participants for 
the study were selected from GC University Faisalabad, where the researchers were faculty members; they 
were 100 students in the 3rd semester of the English department and then were distributed into two groups.  
The chosen sample consisted of two groups that attended ELT lessons; the experimental group was given 
a specific treatment based on observing the hypothesis for the development of collocation knowledge, 
whilst the control group was given typical book-based instruction. The methodology used in the research 
is a pretest-posttest design to compare the traditional methods of language teaching with corpus-based 
teaching and their outcomes. Two types of corpora were used in this article; one is COCA, and the other is 
self-creation corpora from Dawn newspaper articles and other renowned journal articles to investigate 
several types of lexical collocations which were extracted from the corpora with the use of the corpus tool 
named as AntConc.This tool is very useful for teaching vocabulary to university students.  

Tuson and Sofu  (2023), in their quasi-experimental study, examined the effects of data-driven 
learning DDL for acquiring a vocabulary of English as a foreign language at a Turkish state university by 
using a pedagogical corpus. The corpora have contributed indirectly to language teaching by making 
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dictionaries and textbooks, as well as material development and designing syllabi. Here in this study, the 
corpora have been directly incorporated into language teaching through DDL, an approach introduced by 
Jhones (1991) for language teaching. The nature of the study is a comparison of traditional textbook 
instruction with DDL learning backed by computer-generated corpora for vocabulary learning. The goal of 
this study was to determine how much participants' vocabulary knowledge improved through DDL practice 
as compared to traditional textbook-based vocabulary instruction, as well as how the DDL group felt about 
learning vocabulary through DDL. 

Fifty-eight lower-level Turkish students, aged between 15 and 22, were chosen as participants for this 
experiment. They were split into an experimental group (n = 29) and a control group (n = 29). Antconc was 
used as a tool to create corpora from textbooks. Data was collected through vocabulary tests, including 
pre-tests, post-tests, and delayed post-tests, questionnaires on students' perspectives of DDL, and semi-
structured focused interviews. Data was analyzed through SPSS software. The results demonstrate that 
DDL has advantages for both short- and long-term vocabulary retention, as well as positive student 
attitudes about this technology-enhanced, participatory approach, as students in the DDL group 
outperformed their peers in traditional settings. The study emphasizes how pedagogical corpora can be 
integrated into language instruction, particularly for learners at a lower level. It also suggested a hybrid 
approach that combines traditional and corpus-based methods. The authors stress the importance of 
providing teachers with training in corpus utilization, arguing that a well-executed DDL program can 
greatly improve EFL vocabulary learning, with wider ramifications for language education teaching 
methodologies and curriculum design. 

Szudarski (2022) outlined the impact of corpora on vocabulary studies within applied linguistics since 
the mid-1980s, emphasizing how corpus approaches are used in vocabulary research and instruction. The 
author applied a corpus to analyze vocabulary in various ways; these included frequency-based 
descriptions of vocabulary, contextual use of vocabulary, phrasal vocabulary, and formulaic language. 
Szudarski (2022) suggested that it is the frequency-based analysis that tells us about the essential role of 
commonly occurring words and phrases through corpus analysis. It also tells us about the high and low-
frequency words. This study claimed that scholars have encouraged teachers, trainers, and textbook 
writers to pay special attention to these high-frequency words as they are the core element of linguistic 
competence. The author claimed that approximately 8000 of the most frequent words are required for the 
understanding of a specific text in L2. However, with the spoken discourse this requirement is lower to the 
6000 to 7000 words level. The researcher explored further to identify technical and academic vocabulary 
types. In terms of academic vocabulary, he referred to Coxhead's (2000) Academic word list, which is 
influential in corpus studies in this area. Moreover, the focus is on data-driven learning (DDL), which is a 
pedagogical approach that uses corpus tools to improve vocabulary acquisition directly. It has been 
demonstrated that DDL considerably raises students' linguistic proficiency in a variety of learning 
environments. The use of computer-assisted language learning technologies (CALL) in teaching L2 
learners complex vocabulary was highlighted by the author. The CALL incorporated vocabulary games and 
virtual environments, which helped the young children learn vocabulary more effectively. The chapter also 
specified the need for further research to develop awareness among language teachers about the efficacy 
of corpus-based tools in the teaching-learning process of languages. 

Okataviani (2015 ) explored the effective use of corpus-driven techniques for teaching vocabulary in 
classroom activities. The author claimed that the use of corpus is not limited to language research. Rather, 
it can be used to enrich classroom activities. Vocabulary learning is a key aspect of learning to be proficient 
in the target language despite low competence in the grammar of the target language. In the traditional 
method of teaching, words were taught as individual units, but as we know, words do not exist in isolation; 
they always exist in a context that adds meaning to the words. therefore, learning the nearby words is 
important to know the actual meaning of a word in the use of language. This paper discusses the application 
of the BNC as the largest corpora in teaching vocabulary, along with its shortcomings and benefits. She 
outlines how classroom activities such as examining the word frequency, collocation, and usage in real-
life contexts are enhanced by the British National Corpus BNC, which consists of a large collection of real-
life usage texts. In the methodology part, the author discussed the direct and indirect application of corpus-
assisted techniques for teaching vocabulary, claiming that the corpus provides a large pool of authentic 



 Sana Hussan and Salma Kalim  

14  Qlantic Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities | Volume 5, No. 4 (Fall 2024) 
 

language knowledge that surpasses the limited and artificial knowledge that traditional books comprise. 
She has used the wordsmith tool to sort out words at British National Corpus. Furthermore, Okataviani 
(2015 ) also addressed certain shortcomings in the implementation of DDL in classrooms, such as teachers' 
and learners' literacy in technology use, their preparedness, the complexity of corpus data, 
appropriateness for students' level, resource intensity, and pedagogical adjustments. I have found the 
methodology of this article very helpful for my research article. 

 Ma and Mei (2021) provided a detailed review of the potential of the corpus tools to enhance vocabulary 
teaching and learning, promoting a new approach to language learning known as corpus-based language 
pedagogy (CBLP). They emphasized that students can become autonomous language learners by using 
corpora to investigate real language data and find answers to their queries regarding appropriate language 
usage.  This study focused on giving practical guidance for teachers who want to use corpus linguistics to 
enhance their classes by breaking down four fundamental design concepts into real-world examples, 
testing student knowledge, summarizing the language use pattern, hands-on corpus searches by students, 
and practice exercises. The strength of this study lies in the exploration of the corpus tools like lextutor, 
which could help language teachers in teaching vocabulary with authentic grounds, and COCA, which 
provides a large corpus of naturally occurring language patterns for language teaching and learning and an 
introduction of a new approach to corpus- based language teaching. Moreover, this article gives workable 
solutions to overcome the challenges that are faced by language teachers in incorporating the corpus tools 
and using technology-based teaching materials. However, I feel that the authors in this study have fully 
succeeded in demonstrating the effectiveness of the corpus tools in the language teaching and learning 
process, but they did not talk about how these corpus-assisted methods, compared to the traditional 
textbooks and dictionary-based vocabulary teaching methods, can help students retention and long-term 
learning outcomes. Despite this, the (Ma & Mei 2021) work filled a gap between corpus linguistics and 
language teaching by providing valuable insight and practical strategies for employing corpus tools in 
vocabulary teaching. aching-learning process of languages. 

Paker and Ergul (2017) studied the effectiveness of corpus-based materials for teaching vocabulary in 
English at a graduate level. The participants involved in this study were 28 Turkish students of a private 
university aged between 17 and 20. The participants were divided into two groups: the experimental group 
and the control group. The experimental group was taught with corpus-based vocabulary teaching 
activities, while the control group was taught vocabulary exercises from textbooks and a dictionary. The 
methodology adopted for this study consisted of a proficiency test for the admission process in a program, 
a pretest at the start of a semester for language learning class, and a post-test at the end of a course in 
order to know the results of the various ways of teaching. The outcomes highlighted the usefulness of 
vocabulary acquisition through corpus-based materials over conventional textbook teaching methods. This 
study demonstrates that at the post-test level, the students showed a considerable improvement in 
students' vocabulary who were taught with corpus-based vocabulary material compared to those of the 
control group. Moreover, the study found a positive attitude toward corpus-based teaching, which was 
expressed by the students in their interview responses and in their personal diaries. The students favored 
the contextual uses of corpus examples that were offered in the concordance lines, which has made 
language structure and usage easier to understand. The study emphasizes the importance of using corpus-
based materials for teaching English as a foreign language (EFL), especially when it comes to vocabulary 
development. It implies that these kinds of resources not only improve learning results but also have a 
favorable impact on learners’ attitudes toward vocabulary study. The authors suggested conducting more 
studies to investigate the long-term efficacy of corpus-based vocabulary instruction over longer periods 
and with bigger and more diverse participant groups. However, I found this research study helpful in 
knowing about students' attitudes towards corpus-based learning. By offering empirical for the superiority 
of real-language data (corpora) over conventional techniques, this study advances the area of language 
instruction by promoting change in EFL settings to more realistic, context-rich learning situations.  

A review of the scholarship reveals three main themes; (1) the importance of the effectiveness of 
corpus-based vocabulary teaching over the traditional methods, (2) corpus tools such as lextutor, 
wordsmith, and Antconc are recognized as essential resources for teaching vocabulary material for the 
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 graduate students and (3) several studies addresses the need for further research to assess the long terms 
impact of using corpus-based material for teaching vocabulary. This study will help language learners and 
trainers use corpus-based techniques to teach vocabulary effectively and yield better results. This survey 
practically investigated the student's positive views regarding corpus-based learning for enriching 
vocabulary.  

 
Methodology  
This section explains the research methodology, the materials and instruments utilized, as well as the 
setting in which the study was carried out. The participants, sampling techniques, tools used for data 
collection, and specific procedures followed for data collecting and analysis are all described. 

 
Research Design  
Using a quasi-experimental design with pre- and post-tests, the learning impact of corpus-based 
vocabulary exercises on EFL university-level students was assessed. A quasi-experimental design is a type 
of research design more commonly used in experimentation that deals with estimating the impacts of an 
intervention or treatment in a study where it is impossible to make a random allocation between two 
groups. Compared to true experiments, quasi-experiments involve pre-existing groups or conditions such 
that participants cannot be randomly assigned to two or more groups; while this makes it less controlled, 
it affords a better fit to real-life situations. This design is often applied in educational studies when random 
allocation is not possible because of the restrictions of either ethical or practical nature. (Shadish et al., 
2002) 

In this present study, the quasi-experimental design was adopted because it is applicable in field 
conditions where subjects cannot be randomly assigned as normally expected. The students' sampling bias 
resembles real-life classroom configurations, which increases the generalizability of the results. The study 
can thus test the two groups with similar pre- and post-tests in order to establish the benefits of corpus-
based vocabulary exercise, though it does not randomize the groups. This design will, therefore, offer a 
good test/research design balance as well as practical utility in an educational setting. 

In other words, quasi-experimental designs are most beneficial in language learning studies because 
they allow for observation of interventions (like the corpus-based learning proposal in this study) on intact 
classroom groups and afford suggestions that are possessable and useful for teachers (Trevino, 2020). This 
approach allows the study to evaluate the real classroom environment, and the effects, goals, and 
objectives of the study are consistent with educational practitioners who endeavor to implement the 
findings in similar non-randomized environment settings. 

 Brown and Rodgers (2002) state that outlines the following standards for what constitutes a "real 
experimental study": 

a) The students are split into two groups at random.  

b) Two treatments based on experiments are given.  

c) Pre- and post-tests are given to both groups in order to assess the effects.  

In order to quantify vocabulary acquisition, this study will employ a quasi-experimental design using 
pre- and post-tests. Through focus group talks and student diaries, qualitative insights into learner 
attitudes and perceptions will be gathered. 

 
Instruments And Materials 
Two groups participated in a non-random selection pre-test and post-test experiment designed to address 
the research problems. The instruments utilized to gather the data were an attitude questionnaire, a 
competency exam, and pre-and post-tests. The study's resources included a textbook and corpus-based 
exercises. 

 
Participants 
A sample of fifty bachelor-level EFL students from a Pakistani university is chosen, and they are split into 
two groups: one that will use a traditional dictionary or wordlist from a textbook memorization task for 
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learning vocabulary is given as a control group, and another used corpus-based activities by using Sketch 
Engine to learn the contextual use of words. Target words will be put on the sketch engine in order to find 
the concordance lines, and with these concordance lines, students will learn the correct use of the words 
by experiencing the correct use of words in the real language data.  

 
Data Collection Procedure 
The researcher developed the corpus-based tasks, tests, and attitude questionnaire that the experiment 
group would be taught before the experiment began. The University Preliminary English exam was utilized 
by the researcher as a competency exam to ascertain whether the experimental and control groups were 
homogeneous. The results of the proficiency test indicated that there was no appreciable difference 
between the experimental and control groups' language proficiency, indicating that the groups were 
comparable. For that reason, we started the experiment. The experimental and control groups took a pre-
test from the researcher before the experiment started. The researcher used the same test for both the pre- 
and post-tests. The researcher and an instructor provided teaching to both the control and experimental 
groups. 

In addition, a second instructor helped the researcher coach the experimental group in activities 
involving corpora. The researcher trained the other instructor on corpus-based activities for teaching, and 
she also taught the experimental group. The experimental group used corpus-based activities to learn the 
target words from the weekly lesson plans during a two-week period. The British National Corpus (BNC) 
was used to construct activities based on terminology derived from corpuses. On the other hand, the control 
group learned the target terms using dictionary-based activities. The researcher gave the control group an 
hour of instruction on corpus-based vocabulary tasks because the pre- and post-tests contained questions 
focused on vocabulary.  

Both groups completed a post-test after the treatment, in which the researcher included the target 
vocabulary. After the tests were scored, the data were imported into SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social 
Sciences) for analysis. Following the two-week trial, every participant in each group answered an attitude 
survey designed to find out what they thought about using corpus-based activities to teach vocabulary in 
English. 

 
Data Analysis  
The first research question of the study was addressed by comparing the performance of the control and 
experimental groups of students through quantitative analysis of their post-test results using the 
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). First, the proficiency and pre-test data were analyzed to see 
if there had been a statistically significant difference between the two groups in terms of vocabulary and 
reading comprehension. To answer the second research question of the study, the data from the 
questionnaire were analyzed using the statistical package for Social Sciences (SPSS) 16.0 data editor. The 
means or frequencies of the items were examined, and data from learner diaries and interviews were 
gathered and descriptively examined in order to corroborate and clarify the questionnaire results. 

 
Findings and Discussion  

Pre-test Mean   

Table 1 

Group N Mean Standard deviation P df 
Experimental group 60 8.006 2.81 .19 98 
Control group 40 6.38 1.80   

 

 
The table displays the pre-test mean and standard deviation for the experimental and control groups. The 
results showed that the experimental group's mean (m=8.006, sd=2.81) was higher than the control 
group's (m=6.38, sd= 1.80). One-Sample Kolmogorov-Smirnov To ascertain whether the data were normal, 
a test was run. An independent samples t-test was used to assess the homogeneity of vocabulary 
knowledge between the control and experimental groups after it was determined that the results were 
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parametric. There was no statistically significant difference between the groups' vocabulary knowledge of 
English despite the fact that the experimental group's mean score was greater (p =.19 (p>0.05)). 

 
Research Question 1: Corpus-based materials influence the vocabulary development of EFL students 
To explore the initial research topic, which seeks to identify the implications of corpus-based exercises for 
Turkish intermediate performance level of EFL learners in terms of vocabulary acquisition, the post-test 
results for both the control group and the experimental group of pupils were examined to see if there were 
any notable differences between two scores for various groups.  
 
Post-test Mean and Standard Deviation 

Table 2 

Group  N Mean Standard deviation P df 

Experimental group 60 12.8 2.41 .001 98 

Control group  40 9.3 2.61   

* p < 0.05 
 
As observed in Table, the experimental group fared better in the post-test than the control group. The 
statistics showed that the experimental group's mean (m=12.88, sd=2.41) was higher than the control 
group's (m=9.33, sd= 2.67). Once again, the data were parametric. Thus, the independent samples t-test 
was used to see if there was a statistically significant difference between the two groups. The p-value of.001 
(p<0.05) indicates that there was a statistically significant difference between the experimental and control 
groups' post-test results. More specifically, the use of corpus-based activities in vocabulary instruction 
had a significant effect on the experimental group's students' performance.  
 
Comparison of the Groups' Gain Scores 

Table 2 

Group N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean 

Experimental group 60 8.06 2.816 0.364 

Control group 40 6.83 1.801 0.285 

After training      

Experimental group 60 12.88 2.419 0.312 

Control group 40 9.33 2.674 0.423 

 
The comparison of the gain scores between groups shows that every student exhibited mastery of the 
target language. The students in the experimental group did acquire the target vocabulary, albeit not as 
much as those in the control group. Using corpus-based sources yielded results different from those found 
in textbook vocabulary exercises; it may, therefore, be inferred. Compared to pupils in the control group, 
those in the experimental group did better on the post-tests. It attested to the dependability and efficacy 
of teaching vocabulary through corpus-based methods. 

 
Research Question 2: EFL student's perception of  the effectiveness of the corpus-based materials approach 
for learning vocabulary 

 

The second research question of the study, which attempts to find out how university-level competence 
level EFL learners feel about using corpus-based vocabulary activities, was also addressed by utilizing a 
Google Forms survey to examine the students' questionnaire replies. Descriptive statistics and the 
computation of questionnaire item means were also carried out in order to ascertain the students' attitudes 
regarding corpus-based vocabulary activities. The mean values of the students' thoughts about teaching 
vocabulary using corpus-based materials are displayed in the following table. 
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Graph 1 

This pie Chart depicts insights 
into the perception of 21 
respondents regarding the 
challenge of learning English 
words through corpus-based 
learning. The vast majority of 

respondents—two-thirds—
thought that learning English 
words through corpus-based 
methods was simple. This 
implies that the majority of 
students can interact with 
corpus-based learning resources 
and derive some value from 
them. However, it was 
challenging for one-third of the 
responses. This suggests that 
although a significant minority 

finds corpus-based learning to be beneficial, there are those for whom it presents difficulties. The 
majority's enthusiastic response is reassuring for teachers and implies that corpus-based learning 
strategies ought to be maintained and even extended across the curriculum. The response from the 33.3% 
of people who found it challenging indicates that more help is required. Helping these students engage 
with corpus-based learning more effectively could involve providing additional resources, increasing 
guided practice, or using other teaching techniques. Teachers want to think about carrying out more 
research to identify the precise corpus-based learning components that these kids struggle with and may 
find that additional scaffolding or customized instruction would be helpful. 
 
Graph 2 

The result, according to the pie 
chart, claimed that the attitude 
of the students is positive 
towards vocabulary learning by 
using the corpus tool. 
Approximately 86%of the 
respondents stated that using a 
corpus-based tool over the 
semester had positively 
impacted their attitude toward 
vocabulary learning. This 
represents a significant majority 
of the respondents. This shows 
that their method or perspective 
of vocabulary learning has been 
improved or influenced by 
corpus-based technology. On the 
other hand, a tiny minority—
roughly 14%—said they 

experienced no change in attitude, suggesting that either they had previously established a good 
vocabulary-learning strategy that didn't need to be modified or that the tool had no effect on them. The 
high proportion of favorable responses might encourage teachers to use corpus-based resources more 
widely in their lesson plans, particularly when teaching vocabulary. Additionally, it implies that students 
are likely to find corpus-based tools beneficial and that they can improve their learning process. 

14.3%

85.7%

2. Do you think that your attitude to vocbulary learning has 
changed this semester with using of corpus-based too?

21 responces

No Yes

33.3%

66.7%

2. What do you think about Learning Words with copus based 
Learning? Was it or easy of Difficult?

21 responses

Difficult Easy
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Graph 3 
The introduction to corpora was 
effectively presented for the 
majority of respondents, as seen 
by the vast majority (71.4%) who 
thought the instructions were 
clear. This high percentage 
indicates that the majority of the 
introduction's materials were 
clear and easy to understand. On 
the other hand, 9.5% of 
respondents said the directions 
were completely unclear, and 
19% believed they were a little 
confused. This total of 28.5% 
indicates that there is potential 
for enhancement in the 
organization or presentation of 
the instructions. Although the 

majority's favorable response is encouraging, the educational approach should think about changing the 
methods or teaching materials to better meet the needs of the roughly 30% of students who felt that the 
directions were unclear or confusing. To guarantee clarity, this can entail making difficult terminology 
simpler, supplying additional examples, or facilitating a more engaged tutorial session. 
 
Graph 4 

More than 85% of the 
respondents think they will 
benefit in the future from the 
corpus they are using. This 
suggests that they have a very 
favorable opinion of the value 
and applicability of corpus-
based technologies for their 
continuing education or work. 
14.3% of respondents believe the 
corpus will not be useful in the 
future. This may indicate that 
the respondents did not think 
the current corpus-based 
activities were relevant or 
useful, or they did not foresee 
needing such tools for their 
professional or academic 

endeavors in the future. Given the extremely positive feedback, it is recommended that educators and 
developers keep incorporating corpus-based tools into educational programs and consider expanding their 
use, especially in linguistics and language learning-related fields. Teachers could think about offering 
more training or context to show how these techniques can be used successfully in a variety of academic 
or professional contexts for the minority of students who did not find it useful. To learn more about the 
reasons behind the small fraction of respondents who do not find the corpus useful, more research may be 
helpful. The specific comments provided by these respondents may highlight curricular gaps that need to 
be filled in or limitations in the way it is currently being implemented. Regardless of their present opinions, 
a follow-up survey or qualitative interviews could assist in obtaining extensive insights into how all 
students perceive the integration of corpus-based tools in their learning environment and how these tools 
could be improved for greater long-term utility. 

71.4%

19%

3. What do you think about the introduction to copora? Were the 
Instruction Clear?

21 Responses

Yes No A bit Confusing Didn't Go through

85.7%

14.3%

4 Do you think the corpus will be of use to you in the future? 

21 responceses

Yes No
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Graph 5 

The pie chart presents the views 
of 21 participants regarding the 
potential for corpus work to 
enhance vocabulary learning in 
the future. A large majority of 
81% express agreement, 
indicating a strong belief in the 
effectiveness of corpus-based 
approaches to promote 
vocabulary acquisition. A sizable 
minority, 19%, disagree, 
suggesting some doubt about 
these tools' efficacy or a 
preference for different teaching 
methods. This difference in 
viewpoints emphasizes how 
crucial it is for instructors and 
curriculum designers to 
continue incorporating corpus-

based learning into classroom environments while also taking into account the preferences and worries of 
people who are less certain. Knowing the particular causes of the conflicts may facilitate the improvement 
of these approaches to guarantee that they satisfy the varied requirements of every student, thus raising 
the possibility of their acceptance and efficacy. 
 
Graph 6 

The responses received from 
21 participants about whether or 
not they would suggest corpus-
based activities for English 
vocabulary classes are displayed 
in a pie chart. Ninety-five 
percent of those surveyed said 
they would recommend corpus-
based activities to their teacher. 
This resounding affirmation is 
indicative of the activities' 
favorable reception and general 
perceived efficacy in improving 
vocabulary acquisition. On the 
other hand, just 5% of 
respondents said they would not 
suggest using these techniques, 
which could mean they were 
unhappy with the strategy or 

preferred alternative teaching approaches. According to the research, most students seem to enjoy corpus-
based activities, maybe because they can offer real-world context and usage examples that enhance and 
personalize learning. For teachers, this can entail expanding or incorporating corpus-based approaches 
into their lesson plans in order to accommodate the preferences of the majority. Concurrently, 
comprehending the causes of the small group's resistance may aid in modifying the exercises to 
accommodate a greater variety of learning styles and requirements, therefore enhancing their efficacy as 
a whole. 
 

19%

81%

5. Will Corpus work improve learning vocabulary in future? 

21 responceses

Disagree Agree

95%

5%

6. Will you Suggest your teacher to use corpus based activities for 
your english Vocabulary Class 

20 responceses

Yes No
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Findings and Discussion  

As opposed to conventional textbook and dictionary-based methods, the study's findings clearly show that 
corpus-based activities are more effective at improving vocabulary acquisition. Context-rich learning 
materials and real-language data have a considerable positive impact on post-test scores for the 
experimental group, as demonstrated by this. Students seem to find corpus-based learning to be both 
effective and enjoyable based on their favorable evaluations of it. This finding is well-aligned with the 
existing scholarship. As Yilmaz and Soruc (2015) also found, teaching vocabulary with the help of corpus 
tools yields the best results in learning the new words of the target language. Most students expressed 
gratitude for the instructions' clarity and the possible long-term advantages of utilizing corpus-based 
technologies. The effective application of such cutting-edge teaching techniques depends on this favorable 
perception. 

 In this case, therefore, it is clear that the subjects in the experimental group benefited from the 
corpus-based materials by increasing their vocabulary. It was also analyzed that there was a significant 
difference between the two groups as the experimental group's post-test mean score of 12.88 (SD=2.41) 
was significantly higher as compared to the control group, where the mean score was 9.33 (SD=2.67). The 
p-value was found to be 0.001, which was less than the system-generated p<0.05. There is a precedent for 
the observed improvement in vocabulary retention and collocation comprehension in Pakistani students 
as a result of the corpus-driven approaches identified by (Raza et al., 2024; Paker & Ergul, 2017). Turkish 
students dramatically improved their language learning while using the AntConc and Sketch Engine in the 
present study, which provided students with real language data and helped them to work with words in 
context. Hence, the findings of this study are well-aligned with the findings of  Al-Mahbashi et al. (2015) 
and  (Raza et al., 2024). 

Furthermore, the students in the experimental group were introduced to terms in many different 
contexts through the use of self-composed corpora and corpus BNC. This improves their vocabulary and 
the way they comprehend the usage of the words they have learned. This is in agreement with Okataviani 
(2015), who noted that, especially compared to traditional approaches, CBL offers broader contextualized 
language experience that leads to longer-lasting vocabulary acquisition. 

The attitudes toward corpus-based learning revealed by students through the attitude survey were 
generally positive. Eighty-six percent of the participants stated that their attitudes towards the acquisition 
of the vocabulary enhanced when the corpus-based tools were used; most of them noted that the exercises 
were practical and could be applied in real-life situations. It is confirmed by the conclusion made by Tuson 
and Sofu (2023), who noted that similar to the students in our DDL-based study, students also expressed 
rather positive attitudes towards learning vocabulary through concordancing activities, citing higher 
engagement and improved self-confidence in their vocabulary use. 

Despite the fact that the majority of the students noted corpus-based approaches as effective, 86% of 
the students' attitudes toward LSP did not change at all. This indicates that perhaps corpus-based 
techniques are not suitable for all learners. This is in tune with the concern raised by Szudarski (2022), 
who acknowledged that to enjoy the full advantages of learning based on the corpora, lower-level students 
or those who are not very inclined toward technology may find it hard to comprehend the intricacies of 
the corpus technology may require and may need more guidance or other forms. 

 
Conclusion  

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the effectiveness of vocabulary education using corpus-based 
exercises. An additional purpose of the research was to look at students' perspectives on vocabulary 
exercises based on corpora. A statistically significant difference in scores was observed between the 
experimental and control groups in the post-test findings, with the experimental group scoring higher. 
Students' attitudes toward using corpus-based vocabulary activities were good, according to the results of 
the attitude questionnaire. Additionally, the findings of the online poll showed that students felt favorably 
about vocabulary education that made use of corpus-based resources. The results of the questionnaire and 
post-test showed that students benefited from vocabulary instruction using corpus-based activities. Thus, 
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it may be argued that reading dictionaries or textbooks was not as beneficial as using corpus-based 
vocabulary resources.  

 
Limitation of the Study  

In the first study, one hundred graduate-level EFL students enrolled in a program took part. Subsequent 
research endeavors may explore multiple proficiency levels (basic, intermediate, and advanced) to enhance 
the overall applicability of the findings and assess the effectiveness of corpus-based resources across a 
broader language spectrum. In addition, extending the study's duration beyond a single semester would 
enable an analysis of these learning approaches' long-term impacts. Further insights into the factors 
influencing vocabulary learning and program efficacy may be obtained by combining data on student 
attrition, attendance rates, and access to online resources. With these thorough modifications, the study 
framework would be improved, and more reliable findings would be provided that could be applied to the 
creation of language curricula in higher education. 

 
Future Research Recommendation  

Future research needs to examine how vocabulary retention and understanding are affected over time by 
corpus-based learning. To strengthen the generalizability of the findings and validate them, research 
should also be done with bigger and more varied participant groups and across a range of competency 
levels. The integration of information on student attrition, attendance rates, and online resource 
accessibility may yield additional perspectives on the variables impacting language acquisition and 
program effectiveness. 
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Appendix A 
Proficiency Test  
Name: ______________________________                           Roll No: ______________ 
Instructions: Choose the most appropriate word or phrase that fits all the blanks in each set of lines. 
 
1. The team had to _____ their efforts to meet the deadline. They decided to _____ more resources 

into the project. Despite the challenges, they managed to _____ through and complete the task on 
time.  
a) Adjust 
b) Allocate 
c) Push 
d) Follow 

 
2. The scientist's _____ on climate change was groundbreaking. His _____ was well-received by the 

academic community. He aimed to make a significant _____ in the field of environmental science. 
a) Speech 
b) Hypothesis 
c) Work 
d) Idea 

 
3. The company aims to _____ its market share by 10% this year. To _____ this goal, they will need 

to _____ their product line and improve customer service.  
a) Maintain 
b) Achieve 
c) Develop 
d) Hold 

 
4. The new policy will _____ the way businesses operate in the region. It is expected to _____ 

economic growth and _____ investment.  
a) Transform 
b) Boost 
c) Hinder 
d) Limit 

 
5. She has a _____ passion for helping others. Her _____ commitment to her work is admirable. 

Everyone appreciates her _____ dedication.  
a) Profound 
b) Limited 
c) Lukewarm 
d) Superficial 

 
6. The researchers used a _____ method to gather data. They _____ the participants thoroughly. 

The _____ results provided valuable insights.  
a) Comprehensive 
b) Partial 
c) Simple 
d) Quick 

 
7. The artist's latest work _____ the essence of modern society. It _____ different aspects of human 

behavior. The _____ piece was widely acclaimed.  
a) Reflects 
b) Shows 
c) Hides 
d) Disrupts 
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8. To _____ the project, we need to _____ clear objectives. It is important to _____ progress 
regularly. 
a) Finalize 
b) Set 
c) Track 
d) Support 

 

9. The manager needs to _____ the team's performance. He should _____ any issues early. Effective 
_____ can lead to better outcomes.  
a) Observe 
b) Manage 
c) Address 
d) Monitor 

 

10. The conference will _____ experts from various fields. It aims to _____ discussions on innovative 
solutions. The event is expected to _____ new partnerships.  
a) Attract 
b) Hinder 
c) Limit 
d) Prevent 

 

11. The new software will _____ productivity. It helps to _____ time spent on repetitive tasks. The 
_____ efficiency will benefit the entire organization.  
a) Decrease 
b) Boost 
c) Limit 
d) Hinder 

 

12. The book's _____ is complex and engaging. It _____ multiple storylines. The _____ is filled with 
unexpected twists.  
a) Theme 
b) Plot 
c) Cover 
d) Title 

 

13. To _____ a successful negotiation, one must _____ effective communication skills. It is important 
to _____ the other party's needs.  
a) Ensure 
b) Develop 
c) Ignore  
d) Compromise 

 

14. The organization aims to _____ awareness about environmental issues. They _____ various 
campaigns to educate the public. The _____ effort has had a significant impact.  
a) Raise 
b) Lower 
c) Ignore 
d) Limit 

 

15. The professor's lecture was _____ and engaging. He _____ complex concepts with ease. The 
students _____ the clarity of his explanations.  
a) Confusing 
b) Clear 
c) Dull 
d) Boring 
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Appendix B  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Compile 

2. What is category of the word compile ? 
3. How many inflections are there for the word compile? 
4. Which word categorgy is used before and after the word compile? 

 
2. Comprehension  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Is ‘Comprehension’ a(n) verb, noun or adjective? 
2. What does ‘Comprehension’ mean?  
3. Can you write one sentence using ‘Comprehension’? 

 
3. Handsom 
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1. Is ‘handsom’ a(n) verb, noun or adjective? 
2. What does ‘handsom’ mean?  
3. Can you write one sentence using ‘handsom’? 

 
4. Hinder  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Is ‘hinder’ a(n) verb, noun or adjective? 
2. What does ‘hinder’ mean?  
3. Can you write one sentence using ‘hinder’? 

 
5. Hypothesis  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Is ‘hypothesis’ a(n) verb, noun or adjective? 
2. What does ‘hypothesis’ mean?  
3. Can you write one sentence using ‘hypothesis’? 


